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DISCOVERED.

^ The sounding of too Ore alarm from box 24ft, at
-about eleven o'clock last night, wua ibe solemn pre¬
lude to one of the moat disastrous and imposing
conflagrations which has ever visited a city, which

.
lias already enrolleu In her annals numbers of such
flsltatlous, many of them so terrible that they can
fcerve as eras lu her history. For days past alarm
t>as followed alarm; but the comparatively trifling
lossea have familiarised us to the pealing of the
.Court House bell, and we bad forgotten that the
.bsence of rain for three weeks had left everything
{n so dry and Inflammable a condition that a spark
night start a fire wnlch would sweep from end to
nd of the city.

, Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of

Co alarm before the flames wore seen swooping to
esky, and the lurid light that illumined tne horl-

Jfcon grew more and more powertnl, casting Its bril¬
liant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold
relief too fronts of the buildings which faced it from
pll quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the

{lames did, set from the southwest, earning with it
n Its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and

j^arttally burned plcces of wood, which covered the
ifcky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northeast-

gd like a flight of tltousands of meteors, out fall,
steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that
id area embraced between the river, the South
nob, Wells street and Jackson street, the lighter

lones going far over on the Nortn Division, while the
fieavier and more dangerous onos fell before they
Reached that point. They dropped with great force

&n the ground, to the occasional danger of foot pas-
sngers and the scaring of horse?, aud showered

fcnpon the roors of buildings, inspiring o onstant fears
fciiat other conflagrations would break out, aud that

k terrible broad area would be covered by the flames
fend pat it out of the power of the engines to combat
them.

Late as It was, the splendor of the flaiues and the
'(wondenol brilliancy of the sky wore such as to at.
tract enormous crowds from every quarter. The
densely populated quarter of the West Division lying

Ccar the flre would have, of useli, been sufllcient to
boko up tho surrounding streets witu a dense and

jl inpassable crowd, but, as the lire showed no signs
pt abating, they came from greater and greater dis¬
tances, forcing their way down Clinton street, m the
jteentre of wbich, near Adams, were half a dozen
Isolated street cars, utterly unable, for some lime to
jjroine, to get bacK to tneir staoles, and gcttiug over
pi around the obstructions caused by policemen or
engines, made their way down to Jackson, uear
:%hich the tire began, and stopped there, caring
Nothing lor tne smouldering rums win h lay be-
jond that point. Tney crowded vuincy, Adams and
Jackson streets ou me o ie sido of tne iiver, while
others, iar more auxious, were fearlul that ihe blaze
might at any momeut leap across tne bonth
Jiranch and sweep io.»ard ihe filled streets leadingto and on toe east side of t<>e touiu Kraucn.
At flrst the concourse was ull from the Weat side,

but as time passed on they begun to come from
Jicross tho water, and as the uia/.Lng viaduct and
\he police ma<io Adams street bridge impassable,
Vicy swei't Ui a solid mass across Madison street,
(meeting, as they crossed, the returning stream of
rthose wh'> had satisfied their curiosity, or Who felt it

Siadvlsable to stay tuere alter twelve o'clock. The
ridge aud the approacn on Aladlsou street were

covered with men and women, aloae aud altogether,Srho found there a uvoraoie point lor wutclwug the
flames, while they were general:* out of the i each
-ot tue (ailing cinders. Tlia W.iduct at Adams street,
.Witu Its bla/.iug woodwork. stood <-ut In bold relief,
'Jknd beyond and underu 'atQ it uothmg but a wild
Nrtilrlwlud ol flames, ooscured lor a moment by
Jkurbts o! smoke, uut reappearing tne uext with
kldod brilliancy, lha flre, burning closj down
to the rivnr, aud Impelled eastward bv
the wind, seemed u> oue lousing from tne bridge
to have aimo»t reached across Hie wawr, and to
jjinve partially consumed that, as well as tho more
eombu'tiuie material ou wulch it was really leed-
fng, Above the sound of tbe conflagration occasion¬
ally roee the scream oi uie engines or the thunder of
Ealing beams and tumbling houses. Tne snarp
¦rnell ol smoke oiled tne air witu Its oppressive
odor.

(. 011 the wesi sido of Clinton street, from Jackson to
Villains, we;e the reilos oi me ho.ieeiiolil god* of i tie
people wnu h»<t been nviuir on the east mile of the
pixoet, sometimes piled on druys or wagons, but
generally piled npou the sidewalk. After the ad-
foining house* hail proved to small to contain tneni,
.their frayed ana dilapidated condition testified to
tue baste with whlcu they ha 1 oeen carried A » ay.
ilia, around and among tneui were tlieir unfortu¬
nate possessors, who had been wakened tr-m a

pound aieep in which they were rei resiling themselves
for the religious services of tne morrow, and who,
instead ol getting up to dress for church, found
themselves compelled to snatch what tliey could
and fly for their lives. Those who were near Jack-

§ street could look eastward, across a weltering
of Are, through winch, black aud desolate, ran
kson street, like some road cutting through the
jrnal regions >'rom the wrecks of burning

buildings, irom rapidly consuming lumber piles,
and more slow:/ but more steadily burning coal
lieaps, rose thousands of jots of flame, whirling up
with them pillars of smoke, through which loomed
«p the taller Buildings along tne river, or the slen¬
der masts aud b.a/.mg rigging u: some v. sstl lu the
elver. 80 fraud and .*0 11 ivel was the spectacle
that those poor meu and women who stood shelter¬
less by night di't uot wail and moan and hug their
b ur clad babies tighter to their bosoms, as it the
custom 011 suchoceaslous, but. >toodg.ulng straigUi.
forward. They did not stop to see what tliey had
tost, or to inquire into the condition ol what the/
tiad saved, out watched Willi lntease admiration
the terribly beautiful spectacle which unfolded itself
before thcui.

. Further north on the street iho efforts or tne Gro-
taicn and tho ouaiward tendency of the wmd had
preserved tho housos facing west on Clinton street,
tue southernmm being mere sheila aud their condi¬
tion improving as one went north, though the) were

¦ All mticu scorched and rendered uiiinnaUtualo by
Hie fire and its opposing e . liient.wat.r. )"it
.though these soinbro and loroi ldiu*' looking tene¬
ments genetally barren 'h.: vi« v yot tiiroiigii alleys
and occasional bleaks in il. iii lliv.s ot;o e uUI
there ge.. a view Into tne urn\ r. inch lay bey 0:1d -
red and suli iiuroin glim»)->es, a u oue .\ere ua/.iug
through tho portals oi hen. mj j i* wa-ieil anv uuie
upon those individuals win -tood besldo tlioi; [n s

fessious, and the o il* f»T.Jous who approa bed
hem were in ecarch oi Miortiution concerning tiieir

Kssinie insurance to uv h they generally rep.ieri
at they ha<i none, uey replied ii all to what

the/ olten considered a v .y unueejssary an 1 ration-
impertinent question.
Other Inquiries wro ai«o inane as to whether anv

persons were uiisiin^ or had been iniured: but
¦while It u imposM ie, ho great was the confusion,
to ascertain much concerning it, it is beroud doubt
(that one person was sorlousiy injured and another
Is most llkoij niis-mg lor over, uutess some portion
of Uer bones should have escaped the action of the
raging ilamcs which enveloped mem. Mrs. Down¬
ing was an old womau who lived hi ouo of the
rouses on the north side of Jaccson street, neat
(.'anal, and who, surprise i In her sleep t»y the ad
wancing fire and aiupefvlug smose, wouid have rteen
tinaole to escape without foreign aid. ilappiiy this
¦was afforded by a printer of Hie name of Robert
Cainpsie, who succeeded 111 carrying Uer our, hut
uot until she had been severely burned, nor did he

t scape without serious injuries. She was taken to
« house on Jefferson street, not far off. where «.he is

now receiving medical aucutlon. Hut, while she
.scaped, her daugnlcr-lu-law. Margaret Had ley,
with whom she was living, wits left behind, und na<
not been ft«ard ol since. It is only remarkable that
»n the sudden origin and rapid progress of the Om
tnore accident* did not occur.

Alter a time the cmei interest of ail who could get
anywhere near it, or form an) Idea concerning It,
was ceuired at (lie northeast corner of the tiro. HUM
being tho only point where there was much danger
of its exteualng. but it presently became apparent
shut i4« persistent and desperate efforts of tho fire¬
men ii.ni stopped it there, ami consequently (he in-

. terest bcnaii to tlieaway, and the conflagration to
be looked upon as soiuettilng of a lallure t»y tno-u
¦whose reti.dencos were entirely out 01 danger aud
who disliked to see so promising a sensation coining
to an end. But while these people ftom a distance
fwchtij ofl the Bremen never stopped lor a moment

*"e'r Jiorolo efforts, which were, hai)|>liy, undis¬
turbed, 'or> with tho exception of one fai e alarm.
nutluiif occurred to distract Uielr aiteutu n ftotu
tho business in hand.

A. ,K !!,oa»5", OF THR GONrtAUKATlOV.
.

~® !.e ?' J®" appearance of the Are, winch
vriginated in Lull At Holmes' planing mill, 011 canal
airoet, near Van Huren, the wind was mowing due
north, so that l lie spread or the namos was nortn-
ward in the main, although the mlschlei was soon
communicated to therignt and left, and the district
from Clinton street to t lie river, a distance of two
blocks, was onibraccd in the destruction. Soon,
however, the wind veered from tho sontiiwest, and
Ul« line o. Ore began to tnse an angle to the north
«Mt. T&p build.ug* and piles or mmbvr between

tile tar. tin* or Clinton street »n<i the river, at a
potat at>out midway between Van Uuren and Jack¬
son streets, ware entirety swept away, and the
flames, sweeping across to tho north line or Jack-
sou street, threatened to follow that line do one
could tell how far. The Fire Department were
powerless to check the pro«ross or the flro,
w hlc a waa carried bo- lily across the inter-
venloa streets and swept to the north-
ward. On Jackson street, between Citiiton and
Canal, there waa a continuous line of wooden
bulluings, mostly iwostory frame dwellings, and
Dack ol these were various carpenter stoops, barns,
sheds, woodpiles, Ac., all of which became so
rapidly surrounded by fire as to renuer the saving of
the contents an impossibility, in many ca-<es there
was barely time to arouse the occupants and get
them in safety from the premises. One alter another

TUB BU1IJ>INGS WEItK KNVKI.OPED IN FI.AUKS,
and in the brief space of twenty mintuea Hie space
bet we *n Jackson and Adams and Clintou street and
the river was all ablaze. On the east sale of Canal
street, and between It and the PUtaburg and Fort
Wayne Kail road .racks, bounded north and south
bv Adams and Jackson, were several coal and lum¬
ber odices, all of wmch disappeared like tinder.
Huge piles ot coal.hundreds 01 tons of anthracite-
lay back 01 these buildings, and the hear and names
at last became ho intense as to communicate with
the coal and set n on lire. Up to this time tuo pas¬
sage across Adams street bridge had been unre¬
stricted save by the volumes of smoke and cinders
driven in that direction, but at last the flames
reached

THK AUAMS 8TBKKT VIADUCT,
and soon a wall o! tire drove across th;* passage¬
way and birred It eifectnally. Under the bridge tho
devouring element waa sucteu with leanul velocity,
ami betore any steps could be taken to prevent it
the sidewalks and railings ot the iron viaduct were
lapped up, and a long, low shed, on the northeast
corner or Adams and Canal streets, usod as a freight
dcposltoiy by the (Jolted States and Adams Kxpress
Companies, was doomed to destruction. As rapidly
as possible the cements were removed, but there
was not l im i enough 10 save one-quarter or the
goods in store, Beyond tills sited, to the eastward,
stood a large Dumber or

PASSENUBK C0A0HK8
belonging to tho Pittsburg and Fort Warne Railroad
Company, to save wulch it was necessary to tear
down the sliod, which was successfully accom¬
plished. Had It been otherwise and had theso cars
taken lire nothing could have checked the names,
which would have communicated with the Pittsburg
and Fort Wayne freight depot, oonsumlng iu their
train the passenger buildings, cars, Ac., and never
stopping until Madisou street- bridge was reached.
All this was fortunately prevented by the strenuous
endeavors of citizens.the Fire Department belug
nnabie to operate to advantage in this locality.
who, appreciailDir the terrible danger of a further
spread to the east and northeast, labored most he¬
roically in the midst of a horrlblo shower or livid
cinders and a fierce, hot, driving smoke.

south LlNK ok adams sibkbt.
While tho cltlzcus were battling so successfully

between Canal street and the river, north ol Adams
street, the firemen were having a furious contest on
the soutu line ot Adams street, west or Canal, and
extending nearly to Clinton street. Tho buildings
were all wooden structures, mainly occupied as
residences, and it had become perfectly clear to
everybody that the great fight must rake place at
this point. Once let the flamos cross to tho
nortn line of wooden structures ou Adams street
and
TUB CON8Er4CKMCBS WERE AWFUL TO CONTEMPLATE.

A dozen leads oi hoso .all that could bo workod
to advantage.were brought into the street, and as
many streams of water were directed on the burn¬
ing buildings, tne rear portions of which were blaz¬
ing lunously. Inch by inch those liremen rought
lor au advantage, lighting In a perfect lied of heat
and smoke. Their courage aud endurance were
something masnihireat. While the spectators, hun¬
dreds ol leet further awar, cowered before the ter¬
rible heat aud bimding drill or glowing cinders, the
pinemen stood their grouud, otton for five minutes
at a stretch, within a dozen feet of the wall or Are,
now and tneu withdrawing a lew pact's In order to
got. breath, only to return to tne charge as manlutly
as before. fney could not hope to extinguish, but
they did succeed In subduing, tho flames so as
to save the opposite bandings, and prevent any
further spread of tne conflagration. This was tho
grand pitched battle of the occasion.the master-
Piece of the department.ind It deserves to be sig¬
nalized as one of the moat remarkaolo achieve¬
ments ou record.

Til£ BOUNDARIES
or the conflagration may oe briefly summarized as
follows:.
Uetween Clinton and Canal streets, about three-

fourths of tlie area south toward Van Uuren street,
Ketweeu canal street and the river, about nine-

tenths or tho area south toward Van Huron street.
lieiweon Canal street and the river, aud Adam*

and Jackson streets, tte entire area.
Between canal ana Clinton streets, and Adams

and Jack-son streets, about seven-cignrus of tlie en-
uro area, tno ouly remaining bui.llugs being tno
frontage of about eighty icet ou Adams and las feet
on Clinton street.
On the east side of Canal, north of Adams, about

one hundred feet frontage tne Express Company
freight sneds.Is consumed.
as nearly as can tie estimated the total area burned

over covers about twenty acres, « hich Is oy lar ino
largest district ever devastated by lire in Chicago,
even eclipsing the tauioua conflagration of isi7.

JACKSON STKRKT.
Frdm the planing mill Hie names travelled with

nngovoruable rury west and nortlt, Igniting ail tlie
lumber in tlio lumber yard attached to tno planing
mill. The svargs.some largo brands.were carried
by the draugut uf air on to Clinton street. Mean¬
while the truck house, owned by the city and situ¬
ated ou the souiiiwest corner of Jackson and Can¬
ton streets, Ignited, aud was reduced to a cinderm

a remarkably short time. A row oi dwelling honsos
ou Jacason street, between canal aud Cluitou,
caught, tire somewhere In tho middle, the tlunu'S
Bliooting lrom the, lumber yard on tne south side,
Impelled by a roaring southwest wind. These dwell¬
ing houses, lined almost to tinder by tho long con¬
tinued drought, fell before tho consuming flames
without appearing to add to their savage brilliancy,
so quickly wero tuey destroyed. They succeeded in
helping the lire into.the mass <>i dry barns, out¬
houses, shanties, simps and dwelling hoases si noted
on Ctiutoa street and In rs rear, llicy were all on
Are in a few minutes, and 111 a few moro were re¬
duced to a-hes. Ail the dwelling-* ou Jacason street,
from Canal to Clinton, were thus destroyed, whuo
tho Ore travelled half way to Adams, on Cliutoa.
The whole or tho row of houses, ton in number,

was owned oy Aiansou Watson, and were totally de¬
stroyed. They were occupied by twenty eight :aml-
lies In all, who lost all their property with tho ex¬
ception or a few articles they had succeeded In re¬
moving beiore tho flames rendered ingress to tlu-ir
buildings impossible.

No. 67 Jackson was a two-story frame house, on tlue
corner or Clinton street. It was occupieu i>y three
families, named respectively, Peters, wiuamu and
Isaacs, Williams was a printer. Tho total loss or
the throe iamilles must have been about $40.), upon
which tnere was no insurance.
So. 95 was vacant, and owned by Lazarus Sliver-

man; total loss. No. 0 t was also owned by Mr. Sil¬
verman, and occupied by W. Kobbius, a n.'.ckniau.
ills loss was a out r.>u no insurance.
No. 01 was owned oy Mr. Watson and occupied by

Patrick Power. His loss was probably #soo; Insured
for |50o, though he does not know in what company,
and believes the policy has expired.
No. 69 was owned by Mr. Watson, ft was a two-

story house. Thomas Walker and two daughters
occnplcd the lower part of the house. Their posses¬
sions, valued perhaps at $uoo, were all desiroyed,
and were uot insured. The upper story was occu¬
pied by Mrs. Met rill, who w<ts in grear. distress, hav¬
ing no allocs on her feet, which were wet and nasty, !
It is probable that her loss is fiuo; no Insurance.
No. *7 was also a two story house, owned by Mr.

Watson, and occupied on the lowor floor by Frede¬
rick Greenough. 1 lis loss is $goo; uninsured. He
was waiting for some miraculous agency lo restore
his property, l ho upper floor was occupied by Sam
McAllister, o ho says lie lost. $ioo anyway, aud had
no consolation or insurance.

Nos. 6 ., A3 and Jl completed the ist of rained
nouses in i hi-« locality, all owned by Mr. Watson,
ami more or le-s occupied. The occupants ha I van¬
ished to snfe quarters, aud could not be round. The
total loss on buddings on this sircot, ou tne north
side oi the same, will probably amount to fs.ooo;
whether Injured or not couia not be learned last
night. Tho loss to tne prop -rtv or occupaufs was
possibly the insurance ou which will be
round v ei Ugh; indeed.

in nu bias. ,

scattered aioand In the rear or these houses whs
an unnumbered iii<i*s <>f miscellaneous buildings.
The carpenter simp, owned by John Stephenson ami
occupied by a mini named Klein, v> as de
siroyed. The lo-s to Mr. Klein was A batn
owned oy Kio.n, adjoining tite carpenter shop, was
destroyed. Lo*s $,.>o. Tncre was no Insurance in
aur one ot these cases. Tno re was also an uuprc-
tendiug two storv rraute house owned t>y Mr. Piereo,
winch was also destroyed. Ills furniture was a
total los«, aggregating ti.'.DO, or. which tnere Is no
Ins.irance.
The south side of Jackson street, as above tated,

Wiis occuided by the truck house belonging to the
City. Loss, 1^,600.

U.ISWN 8TRKRI .

Adjoining the truck house on Clinton street stood
two one story frame cottages, owned bv .Me-,sr*.
Ilnltslander .* ltanduil, as a tmx, bund ami sash ra.'
tiny. Their establishment was plied up with !uiu« i
and valuable property, and they claim to have lou

I lo.ooo by the transaction. They were protectedwith a light, proportion oi insurance.
No. l»«i Clin on street wa* north 0f Jacksou. It

was a two-story lramo house, where Mr. Monahau
lived. He was inployed in tho Alton and sc. Louis
Ilallroad dep >r as general porter or in some other
capacity, lie succeeded in saving his good« but
claims to have lost a rcspectablo amount. There
was no Insurance oo his destructible properly.
No. IM was owned br Mr. Watson and occupied

b» John Weiss, who insi-ts that ins name iu decent
English is w lute. His furniture covered the side¬
walk to au Appalling distance. i>u! ho insisted on hl«
losing M<W, ou whicu he had $f>00 Insurance in tho
Firemen'.*.
No. is: was also owned by Mr. Watson aud ocin

pled by K. croni i, who-e loss is claimed to bo uj-i;insured lor $im. 1 he furniture ts insured for i on.
No. iso w.is a.jo owned oy Uatson, and occupied

by an IsraelUish launiy named Bhoen. His m»s is
assumed to hav e been f l.-Oo; injured lor J7nu. Mr.
Sullivan, who aceupied the lop ioor, lost ,ui his
property. No insurance,

Nos. 178', and I7>« were owned by C. B. Farwell.
They were but slightiv injured. No. no was ai-o
owned uy Mr. larweil, and occupied by James
ilaniey.
In a house iu the rear lived a hnektuan named

Lewis, who saved his hack. Near him was tlie
wagon shop or Messrs. Hoi/.er A Co., who had just
at tne present, time a great pres«ol repairing ou
hand. 'I hoy lost not only their entire stock, but a
number of wagons sent over lor repairs. I.oss anout
$h,ooo; lusurnuco probably light.

AN nNWHOIdtSOHK Ht'dORSTION
wan made by some bystanders. Thero was a atory

cn nent that a wake was neing celebrated, la one of
me wretcued siiuuiwa tu the rear, mo party under¬
going tne cereuiou Us being a womau. The aorpse
wan lelt in the d< use auil was burned. wuutUer
this was truo or false tt was Impossible to discover
laat nigut.

CANA1. STItBBT.THK OKIOIK.
The fln originated In the boiler room of the large

planing mi 1 of Lull A Holmes, at No. Mj canal
street, and, us far as could i>e ascertained, was
groundless.that m, no possible or probable causa
wan assigned for Its orum. The building was of
ltriclt, two stones in height, and aboui looxtw feet on
the ground. The whole building, machinery and
material of tho firm were consumed, Involving a
loss of not less than $20,000. The insurance on tho
plaumg mill was about two-thirds thai amount.
In tue roar of this was a box factory be.ongmg to

a Mr. Foster. The lo^s la stated to be about $j,ujO;Insured tor *l,5o.<.
Directly north of the planing mill was a two-story

frame dwelling, which was totaliy destroyed; no
Insurance, as lar as could lie ascertained. North of
the dwelliug on Canal street was a two story framo
building, used us a suloon and dwelilug. Tills was
totally consumed, with a total loss of about $1,000
to the occupant, and no lusurauce as far ad could bo
ascertained.
At Nos. 189 and 191 South Caual «treot wa* situ¬

ated the Excelsior Vluegar Works or P. Woigic. Tne
building anu machinery were entirely consumed,
Involving a loss of fully $12,000 to the proprietors.
On this thore was an Insurance of $n,otO, as fol¬
lows:.Teu torn a, of Cleveland, $1,000; Alps, of Erie,
$1,000; lllbemiH, of Cleveland, $1,000; Chicago Fire,
$2,000: Knickerbocker, of Chicago, $i,ooj; Lycom¬
ing, or Pennsylvania, $1,(100.

UN TUB BAST 8IDB
of Canal street the wind permitted a scarcely less
disastrous conflagration m proportion to the value
of the property than occurred ou the west side. The
Racine House was located at No. 210. aud suffered
the late 01 the rest of the street, being totally con¬
sumed. The iiutlaing belonged to a man named
Magie, and was uninsured.
The Union Wu>on Works, situated at No. 199, ou

tho same street, were also totally consumed. Tltey
were owned by Mr. K. P. Flood, wnoseloss ou build¬
ing aud stock wtil approximate $17, 000. Air. Flood
Is understood to have boon insured for $0,000.

Messrs. Chapln A t'oss, manufacturers of shingles
and lath, at Nos. 220. &2, 224, 220 and 2.8 Canal
street, uad, in addition, a large lumber yard, In widen
were contained nor. less than lour million l'eet of
lumber. About one-third or this was destroyed, the
Iosj Involved Doing between $50,000 aud srto.ojo,

a heir insurance was $12,600, all placeu by the Fire¬
men's.
At Noa. 210 and 218 were the lumber yari'.s of John

Sherltls A Son. There yards contained uot far from
three million leet of lumber, valued at over $06,000.
Their insurance was large, but uot commensurate
with their loss. Among tne items may be mentioned
$0,000 in the Uermauia, and $15,000 In the Liverpool,
London aud Globo. other companies could not be
learned until the opening or the firm's safe. Tho
whole sum was stated to be $35,000.
At No. 214 was situated a large two-story frame,

occupied by several German ramilies as dwelling
houses. The ownership was understood to have
been iu Messrs. Sheriffs A Sou, and the loss was
complete. The Arm held some Insurance, but how
much was not ascertained.
At No. 212 was a two-story frame, also belonging

to Sheriffs A Sou. In this building was the omce of
the firm. It was totally destroyed.

T11K liBBATBST i.OSS
of the destructive fire, next to the planing mill, was
In the coal and wood yurda 011 the easi side of canal
street. The first of these was at No. 170 Canal
street, where H. Uol brook had au immense amount
of coal in store. The value of the stock was sot at
$33,000, and it w.U be nearly all lost. The insurance
was not largo euougn to cover everything, being
not far from >2a,0w,0. This was placed in the Fire¬
men's, Mutual Security, Germanla and two other
companies.
The next firm north or Holbrook was a smaller

one, Messrs. Lamon .v Cornish. They were entirely
burned out.
North of the last named Arm was the establish¬

ment of W. U. Jonnsou, agent of the Wi.nnngiou
Coal Company. He hau uuue a large amount of coal
on hand, and his loss will not be <ess tnau $ jo, 000.
The Insurance will amouut to about two-thirds of
this sum.
Directly north of llolbrooks yard was the black¬

smith siiop of the Flttsourg, Fort Wayne aud Chi¬
cago UaiTroad company, lu this were a large
amount of valuable tools and machinery, winch
were entirely consumed. The loss will be about
$4,900.
Two barns were Included In the Are on the east

side of tho street, auu the loss In them was, per¬
haps, even moro uuiortunute than In the yards.
The barns belonged to Messrs. Johnson and Hol¬
brook, and In cacn of them were consumed valuable
live stock. The lo.ss 01 Mr. Uoib.ook under this
head will, it Is understood, be exceptionally heavy.
Tho number of noises lost could not bo ascertained,
but will not be less than naif a dozen, and may
reach twice that number.

ADAMS 8TREKT.
Soon after midnight the firo began to appear in

the rear of the buildings lronting on the south side
of Adams. The flames came ou in vast volume,
and 111 less than ten minutes Nos. 38, 42, uud 44 were
enveloped. They were as dry as tinjor, aud burued
rapidly. The flames ran up the rear or the houses,
along tuo roofs and sides, burst out of tha windows,
aud m twenty minutes not a vestige was left. Tne
firemen had all they could do to prevent the lire
lrom leaping across the street, and the buildings on
the opposite stue were only saved bv being deluged,
witn wucer.

PO I'lBKCK WAS TUB JTEAT
that the crowd fell back voluntarily betore It, glad
euouiro to get tejond the reach of its scorching
power. No. 38 w is owned by Samuel Warner, who
lived in the basement, and tne first door was occu¬
pied as a saloon. Nos. 42 and 44 were totally de¬
stroyed, the latter being owned by Mr. Stephenson.
Fortunately thcro wore vacant lots aiocg tne street,
and tho loss of property was, therefore, less, as
nothing comd havo stayed the progress of the tiro
had the Diock been entirely built.
When the lire threatened to consume tho Itouse)

on Climou street the inhabitauis began to move
their goods and furniture out on the street. Tliey
were mostly poor people, somoof tuem boarders,
aud all ol mem will bo at a serious loss, to Kiy noth¬
ing of the inconvenience aad discomfort ihey suf¬
fered. Beds, chairs, tables, bureaus, clothing, aud
everything that makes up household furniture were
heaped u,> iu au indiscriminate mass, guarded by
the owners, who stood ga/.iug upon the fiery sea that
spread out before tin; in. There wero

MK.N, WOMKN AND CUILDKRN,
babes In their motlurs' arms, una lutie ones, who
could not lu ly comprehend the disinter, clinging
around them and crving pitiably for urotectiou. Tne
sight was heartrending. Many or ibcui mourned
their loss, but all soetued thanktul that their lives
and tue lives or those dear to them were preserved
from the merciless wave of tire thai swept every¬
thing before it. one poor man deplored trie loss of
an overcoat which cost him $loa lew days previous,
and his who wondered where he could find another
to shelter him lruiu the cold or the approaching
winter. A woman lying sick In one o( the houses
alone, her husband being away, did not dl&oover
her danger uutil the ilro was close upon her prom¬
ises. Then she escaped with a blanket around her,
everything site owned in the world being abla<w a
few minutes afterward. So U was with man/
others. There were cases of distress ail around,
but It would be impossible at tins writing to nar¬
rate any more,

THK At'AMS STRKKT VUDt'CT.
The new viaduct over Adams street was wrapped

In flatno and a*>out otic hundred feet oi <ue Mooring
waa burned. The paint was scoroned and blistered,
the total damage amounting to about fl.o;*), which
the city will have to pay. From a distance the view
of the viaduct was weird and graud. Tne Iron rail¬
ing stood out Ukc toe ribs ot some gigantic skeloton
condemned to the lower regious. the flames an I
smoke twtsllug and twirling around and lu and out
among thorn.
Tho Adams and United States express Companies

had a small shed lor tho delivery or goods near the
viaduct, and fronting ou tiiu railroad track, Home
men who were looking after the property were

! driven away by a shower of sparks falling as thick
as snow flakes, but thai returned ana moved away
two or threo cars standing near the shed, lhc she I
Itself took fire soou after from the viaduct and was
totally destroyed. The lo.-s and lasurauce, u any,
could noi be definitely ascertained.

Til K NATIONAL Bi.KVATOK,
own<'d by Vincent, N* u«n A Co., made a narrow
escape. For a time it seemed to l>c almost sur

j rounded ny me ilatnes. and looked like same tall
rock loouuag up in the midst of a seething ocean
of lire, it was expected momentarily 10 fail a prey
to tne flames, but happily It was save. I.
Tilt rGKRIhLK HI.HNK-'TIIK 1'I.YIM* Si'AKKS ANU

CINDBR8.
From all the bridges In tne vicinity of tho gieat

Are tho sc-ne was one of unparalleled, terrlhlo
iteauiv. The dense column of smoke, driving be¬
fore tue sonthoasierly gale tho millions or buruing
olndert, earned by thu force of tho wind over a
mtlo from tho theatre of couflagtatioa, and the
dense, lierv glow ot the destroying eleiuont itseii",
lliumlnaUug the enure city, made up

A PANORAMA OK OtfANn BIT TKRR1BI.E KBATCREK.
| Everything was rendered so plalu '>y t hi- gigau'lc

I flames l Hat the ropes on the vessels In the liver
stood out in strong r relief thau they would have
done in tue light or lay, while the gallant firemen
drove tueir horses, ruining from the South Side fire,
light over the burning bridge at Adams street, call¬
ing forth the admiration of all beholders. Trie num¬
ber of spectators was >cyoiid precedent, every alley
and lane, as wed as the principal »i reels, tho cross-
yards of vessels an I tho roois of houses wore gar-
n-oued with anxious and exeited citizens, watcnlug
with Interest tne progr ss of the flames.

TilK HUB OtPABTMHNT
more than surpassed li^eir. No effort was spared by
the boys to check the advance of tho great de¬
stroyer. Aral n and again the flames appeared to

; be gHiuliiR ground making desperate Oiloristo pass
o\cr to the north .side oi Adams street, t>ut as often

I did the firemen, with lio-e and ux», repulse the
j dreaded enemy.

The unfortunate saloon keepers who had been pur-
1 tially burn-" l out 'ecame unduly liberal, ami dis-

I pensed their cordial- to crowds of ready customers,
| who evidently believed that It was a dhume to have

honor aiven io tue flames.
In many places -eiewalks guve w.iv, causing tin

tuense contusion mid running around. Worn m kept
slioutmg lor tneir iriends, children made the air
resound with tlnlr bowlings, boys veiled, while tlio
ceaseless clatter of tne engines and the loud voices
of Iho Fire Marshals helped to make up a din mat
might confii-e many who had been v leramced to
such sceues.

run POl.tCIC
had their hands more than full In keeping oaek per-
sons anxious to get lute the circle oi the lire. iho
reporters nione were allowed to pass through. Pep-
uiy Wells Mhermau kept moving along the line,
calling out to the police, "If tney don't keep back
lock 'em up; that's lhc way to ilx 'em." Had tho
officers been obliged to arrest every man that at¬

tempted to pass the ropes all the prisons and police
stations in the oitv would have been lull. The otU>

cers renuered most em servlco, and deaorvft
lunch prune lor their «md lorbeaiauce
throughout cuo excitement.

DIKI'IOl I.TIK8 '

No Are »hat bus ever taken pl.too in this cltv pro
greased wnii so much rapid.ty, a.'ici at no previous
nine wasltsodiiilcultti.getatthe 'acts aud Ugures,
owing ui tlio general destruction, w.vcii bred a con¬
fusion seldom, it ever, equalled.

4 STKAllfcK IV D.iN.jRK.
At an earl? stage of tlie Are me aiUMitiou of trio

spectators was diverted tor a time to tiie "O'lilca^o"
engine, which wu overtaken i»y an uuXooked-lor
disaster, it was »tationed at the nortuwesl corner
01 Canal and Jaekion streets aud bad oom'oienced
operation when tue eutire side of a house soeiMed to
Kivd way. and tiiu name* uur.it out lu a furiou.f vol¬
ume. 'llie eugiiie was almost enveloped in Jhe
Hauie, oud the engineer and all the incu were com¬
pelled to ursert her and rteo lor their lives. After a
time the flames at that point subsided, and a crowd
of citizens ruslioa io ttie rescue aud dragged Uer otf.
bhe was cou'ideraoiy <lam igod, out not to suoh au
extent as to prevent tier from going into active sor-
vioe at a subsequent period of me utgiu.

TKI.K'iUAI'U WlltKS BUOihN.
The western w hesot tho »Ve lorn Uutou TelegraphCompauy were nurued and broken down, so mat

commuulcatiou wit:i the West was temporarily sus-

J tended, aud the wires of mo Fire Alarm rolegraph
u ttie western pari ox tho city met the same late.

INCIDENTS AN 1) ACCIDENTS.A I 01,l.AtwK.
On Ihe corner or Clinton and Jackson streets was

a large shed, ttie root oi which offered a tempting"cotgue oi vantage'' for tUe crowd, ltwai accord¬
ingly tuken possession of at au early s ugc of Uio
lire, and tlie uuiubers on tue roof kept on Increasingtill the crowd numbered about one hundred aud
fitly people. All of a suddcu tue root gave way, and
the entire structure collapsed witn a great crash.
A cry ol terror arose from tlia crowd. A large num¬ber of the adventurous s,.irus had gone down with
the ruins and were severely crushed. Tho prcclsonumber who suifered injury was not ascertained.
Every effort was nude lo rescue ihe auitertrs, aud
It is believed that uo lives were lost.
Toe sidewalks ou ClinLou street caved In wlillo

they were crowded with passengers, and a good
many persons were more or lets damaged by ino
fail.

A NAKKOW ESCAPE.
When the Are was raging In the lumber yard of

Sheriffs * boil .some six or eignt men wore sur¬
rounded oy lire aud could not get out. i'uey we.o
in imminent danger or being suffocated or burned,and, as a last resort they tuublo I one of tlio blading
Btacks or luinoer luto tnc river, and made a sort of
rait upon wutch tuey paddled their way in salcty to
tno opposite bank.

PROPERTY SAVED IN TUE KIVKK.
Deadly diseases call tor sha.p remedies. It was a

singular sight to see the meu nelougtug to the coal
yards hauling heavy trucks aud wagons and precipi¬
tating them into the river. Tills was tue only method
to be adopted to save mem under me circumstances.
About flftceu trucks and twenty-live wugous were
lu laid manner inrown into Hie river.

TUE Sill It WALKS
on each side ol Jackson street, from Clinton to Ca¬
nal; on both sides of Canal, iroia Adams to Van
Huron, and on one Hide ol Clinton street, irom Jack-
aon to Van iiitreu] street, were eutireiy burned up
or otherwise deatro) cd.

LOSSES AMI INSURANCE.DIFFICULTIES.
In a lire oi such magnitude it U reasonable to

presume tnai every insurance company in tue city
has suffered to a gteater or lesser extent. Tue late¬
ness of the hour and the extraordinary confusion
prevaJing everywhere, however, precluded tno pos¬
sibility oi obtaining an approximation to a correct
list of the companies. The following are among me
names oi those reported this moiuiug:. Hreuien's,
Home, Hquuablo, Commercial, cnicago I'lre; feu.
ton la, Clcveluud; Alps, incoming, uiuerna. UUUalo
City, buffalo tire aud Marino: Weston, of Huuaio;
Andes, ol Cincinnati; Illinois Mutual, Merchants';
Pucillc, hau Francisco; Union, San Francisco; i'lre-
man's Friend, Knickerbocker, Republic, Great
Western.

AN ESTIMATE.
Owing to tue extern of the Ure it was Imposalblo

to learu the losses or tlio Insurance of the owners of
the property destroyed. The probable loss will be
in tue neighborhood of $ioj,oo'j; the insurance Is
about two-mmis oi mat.

FORMER FIRES.

Till: 0111211' FIRE OF LONDON.

Terr, bio Conflagrations in New York,
Pittsburg, Philadelphia, San Fran-

cLseo, Portland, Charles*
ton and Chicago.

TABLE OF OTHER MONSTER BURNINGS.

TUe Great Vlre in l<andon.
We must go back more than a couple of centuries

to find a parallel to the terrible fire which has
wrapped the city of Cnicaga in a sea of resistless
flame, on tue 2d of September, 1600, tho city ol
London was almost utterly destroyed by what has
Bluce been known os ibe Great Fire. This awl til
conflagration gained headway with the same ter¬
rible rapidity as that or last Sunday night, and in llvo
dreadful days of ruin and terror and paulc laid two-
third* of tho English metropolis In ashes. Like tho
fire at Chicago it broke ont upon a Sunday, though
at a di Herein hour.two o'clock in the morning. It
originate! In a bakehouse, kept by a man
with tho quaint name of Farrynor, at
Pudding lane, near the Tower. At that period tho
buiidlng3 In the English eapltal were chictly con¬
structed of wood, with pitched roofs, and In this
particular locality, which was immediately adjacent
to the water side, the stores were niainiy lined
with materials employed in the equipment of ship¬
ping, nio -ily of course of a highly combustible na¬
ture. To add to the conspiring causes ol tho im¬
mense mischief In which the Are ultimately resulted
the pipes from the New Klvcr.tho source of the
water supply of tho city.wero found to
be empty, and the engine which raised water
from tho Thames was among tho hrst prop¬
erty destroyed. The vacillation and indecision
ol the Lord Mayor aggravated the confusion. For
several noun he refused to listen to the counsel
given him to call in the aid of the military, und
wheu the probable proportions of the tiro were
plainly apparent, and wnen It was clear that the de¬
struction of a block of house* was absolutely neces¬
sary to the preservation of the city, he declined to
accept the responsibility of destroying tiietn until
he conld obtain the consent of their ownors. All
through Sunday the wind increased In violence, and
the lire sped with incredible rapidity from house to
house, from street to street, 011 its work of havoc.
We cannot now do boiler than transcribe the ac¬
count of tho further mischlel caused by the tiro inveu
by Mr. Joun hvolyn, in Ills "Diary. ' it reads as
follows:.
Ski't. 3. The Tin1 continuing, after dinner 1 look coach

With uiv wife #inl aon an went to t ha Hankalde, in Sottlb
wark, where we beheld that dreadful spectacle.the whole
city in dreadful llamea n. »r ye water »l<lo ; all the h >uace
from the Bridge all Tbarui i M're jt, aad upwards towards
Cheapeeide iowne to the ibrce t 'ranee, were nuw cou-
MM .1.
The fire having eontluiv ! all this nljjht (If I mar call

that nlglit wliiol) waa as light »a rt ly tor t*n inl.es round
about, altera «!r. alt'ui inan^r) when con§;orlng Wlta a
tierce esetim wind In » verr drie ae.iaon ; I went on lout to
Itic tame placa >n »aw the whole sotUb part of ye city burn-
in* from Cbtapeslde to the 1 bainea and all alo.'itf t'ornohi.l,
(for it kind,ad bac* against the wind at
w-il at forward1. Tower Street, Keoeburoh street,
Gracloua atreet, and eo clou* to Balnard'S t attle, and waa
now t.ikini: bold of St. Faule'S church, to whi'h the acafl'olue
oontribnted exceedingly. l'ha conllagraltoii w.u to unirer-
¦al anil Iba people ao aftouiahed (hat, livm tbe bo^inmuc -I
know not from what, despondency or fate they hardly
Strive! to quench It, mo that Uicre waa nothing liearde or
acane '".it crying oat and lamentation, running about like
dlalraclcd creatures, withn it a' alt attempting to save even
tbi ir good*, such a itra'ign conaternatm mere waa upon
tbein -ao, aa It horned both In length and bruadlb, the
church**, public bulla, Exchange, hoaptula, monuments and
ornament*. leaplw; alter a r iljo i< manner trout houae to
bolide amlstrer te to atr-'-te, .»l uteale dletati' a one from ri
other; for it bene, wuh a 'olig aet ol lair .. ud w.trmu
weatucr had even United the air, and prepared the material*
to conci Ive tii" re, which devoured utter an incredible man-
ner huutei, furuiturs and everything. Here we aaw ihe
Thames oivered with g >od* tloa'iug, all tbe bar,;n« and
fcoales la-ten with what a.one ba J lime. and courage to aave, j
aa on re other, ye oarta, carrrinu out to the lipids, winch
fur many milea were »trewe,l with noveablss ol all »->ita,
and teuta orectlng to abetter both people and what goodf t<ai
could get uwav. Ob, the intaeiabl'- and ealainlloua epeotaclel
etich aa haply the world bad not seen* tbe like mire tbe foun¬
dation of It, nor to be nut:one till tbe uniTrreal eontta ra¬
tion. A!l the aky waa of a ii»ry aepect lice ihe top of
a bnruiog oren, the 1 ghl »eeue »bo»" forty mllci
round about tor many nigbta. Uod grant hit

ey<-a mny nerer bsbold tbe lik«, now aeelng alwvr usn tho t-

sand bouaei all In one fame ; the noiee aud rrackllti* uud |
tbaud'o o the lupettioiia flainca. ye aliriektug of women
and i btldren, tke huriy ot p»'iple, Uio tail ot towera, U iun *

and churol.ea w >< like an hl<le<>ua itorme, and tl.e aire nil
about ao hot on ntlamed that at luet one wat not aide to ip-
proach si, no that they were forced to aU,nd eilUu ami let tbe
hamoa burn >n, which tbey did for neere two in ilea !n Ifnjjth
and one tn bradth. Ti'r c'.oudi o' <moke ware it lam all. au t I
rearbed, tipoa computation, near tt'ty m le.< in .enrth. 'ihot

1 left It la the afternoons burt log a >taamoiatioe to So<tom
or t br lait d it. I<oodon w»a, but la no more
Ki VT. 4. the burning still r . r», and It ivat row gotten ao

far aa tbe Inuei Teni/ic, ooie rleet» itreate, -.lie t»:<fc H oi.ey,i.'i,h:atc Ilia. War<- 'ck lane. NrtWgn'e. Paole'a i haln,
t*atllii|i 'treeie, now ^amln^ aad moal n it re' tic 0 <i

..liea: tbt atenee o Paule * llew like t ruttadoa, t > -T.pitln^
lend rasBiug downs thn airedie* In a aireatnu ana the »er\

p^venienia glowtoj; w ih tlcry rr> ne««e, ao as no horee W
man Wja ab e to trt » no tic in. and t e d .tBootlan ad
atopped all tbS peaM-'ee, ao tnat no ne.p c m I * a,>| "d.
Tlie eaatrrti wind mill inor,- taiiietuoualy drove tlin laoiea
forward. Nothing hiu ye alnogiuy power ol (lad was able
to atop them, for ralne waa ye heipe of mall.
Strt. ft. It ehieecd towarus Whueballe i oh, 'he oonfuaUoi

there waa tlieu at tbat Court It plseae l tlia NajeatT to
command me amoftg the rr- 1 to looke alter tbe nuennhing of
better lane and to prenetvi' If poeetble tliat paitoi Ho! borne,
while the reat ot ye irtnileiiimi lookc flu lr aereral jMi»ta auit
began to consider that nothing >vaa ao l.k djr to pot a atop bnt
the b owing up ol eo many honans a* mlgh m.iki- a wider
gap than any tiad vet been made bT the ordluary method ot
puillnujuem dowu by uukinee. ( ?

Then after a description of the abatlua of the
wind and the gradual dying ou; ol tlio tire, tue
quaint old dlitr.at continues: .
The poor* Inhabitants were dtaprraed about Si. t inorte'e

i Ctatile aud M^ot'tiMda. as .at aa ttlghgate, m eereral my lea

mtMrabln hntti
In clrol*: iomn or->r lent*, «om«Mi t tinveil, many wlitio'il » rai; or »nf w<-!». I or l<o»rd, w u> Cn-m ilelloiticnt****, ri. "w»(Sv inriiodkUun lu »ml well !tiri>l>li<"lrcv'uceii now tu nimtrr au<i r nutlj.. .......
Abel again:.
I tMd wi nt towards futSfton «n ! Ul«!jgau. wher* tm9Dlt. ht U»re Bi-cii** 2t)U.(l0li ^eoplf of «i rtitiu) anda'ul lyiri; «..,ng by ihelr hetpet ol wlut tli»r cqumI.¦VH irom Hie litt:, deploring t!*f!r iosne ; sua tbooah r«.».lr toj>i»rl«u irom hi in ,.r and .le«ti|.iftrti, ».-t not atklns ob« i «nnr

tor riltrf, wtioh to ui« appaare'l ft itrauiter giiiMlbAii dur1 bud yet beheld. '

How vivid nil He t of th«» suffering andmiriery eat tiled f»y till* <errfbio vl-ltnf,|on
wo tinrt in this Htiit plo i»uc expressive
nurottivo: Nearly two third* ol (he entire| city were (Mstro.ved. Thirteen thousand hous<»f,

I elghty-nino churches ami many pittaic buildings
wore reduced to charred wood and ashes. Three
hundred and He venfy-three acres wlthm, nod sUty-
three acres without the walls jy re utterly de-
Tastated. Well might Mr. Kvelvn compare the flro
to that which overwhelmed Sodom aud uoiuorrah,
or that other and yet more awful one which will
uniriiir tho entire world aK the day of doom f
Beginning on a .Sunday as 1. 1 that lu (. lileago yes¬

terday, the name cause.a high wind.was che cause
In each instance or the extrusive consoquoittoor th<)
conflagration. Tue London lire, however, wan
Beized upon by fanatical preachers a* an Uiusuar.'ou
of tho aveugiuir Justice or (kxi upon the wickedness
of the metropolis l.et us hope that no American
pulpit will 1 1 sound to this class »f uusecmly "im¬
provement" upon the awiui catastrophe at Chicago !
The London tiro also bud the nonor o( tjeing spe¬
cially predicted, la which re*i>oct, aUo, Chicago Is
comparatively Happier.

New York'* Mmt Fi^r,
That great event In tho history of this city, the

.great are," occurred on the night or the ittth or
December, 1835. It was declared by the croakers of
the time a damper upon tho city's prosperity and a
clog to the wuoeli of its progress toward its preseut
position, liut though the people lost a gi" at part of
their capital, they did not lose their str<*ngth, euergy
and enterprise, and the proper application or tuose
qualities caused their city to rise, I'humix tike, from
lis ashes more beautiiui, stronger ami mllcr of lUe
than before.
At between eight and nine o'clock on the evening

above stated tho lire was discovered in the store
No. 25 Merchant street, a narrow street that led from
Pearl luio Exchange street, near where tue i'ost
OiUce then was. The names spread rapidly, and
at ten o'clock lorty of the most valuable dry goods
stores in the city wero burned down or on lire. The
narrowness of Merchant street, and thegalo which
was blowing, aided the spread or tho destructive
element. It pas-ed from building to building,
leaped across tho street between the blocks, urged
by the gale aud in no wise ueterred by the feeble
forces opposing it. The night was bitterly cold,
and, though the tiremen were most encrgotlo, tho
freezing ol the hose and the water lu their defec¬
tive engines, combined with then sufferings irom
the weather, inado their eirorts oi little avail. 'Die
flames spread north and south. eavt and west, until
almo t every building on tho area hounded by Wall,
South ana liroad streets, and Coeulies slip, was
burning, gutted or levelled to the ground.
There was not a building destroyed on Broad
street nor on the block on Wall street
from WliUam to Broad street, the tire taking
an almost circular course just at tno rear of the
buildings on tlra streets named. The scene lu t lie
night was ouc ol Indescribable praudeur, the glare
irom the 300 buildings that were utoue time burning
brightly lighting up the wuoie city, lu all 530 build¬
ing were destroyed; they wero or tho largest and
most coBtly description, and wero tilled with toe
most valuable goo is. The total loss, estimated at
lirs: at about $^0,000,000, was afterwards iound to
Dave been about $l:>,ooo,ooo. or me buildings
destroyed tho most important were tho Merchants'
Exchange, the l'ost UtncQ, the oillees 01 the cele¬
brated bunkers, the Jo-ephs, the Aliens aud 1 tie
Livingston*, the I'hcuix Hank and tue building
owned and occupied by Arthur Tappan, then inui-u
despised tor his autl-.s avery sympauiie*. The bust,
ne-s portion of the city wu alone that burned over,
so that lew poor were rendered otherwise itrou with
out employment.

New York, 1 845.
The greatest Are, since Unit of December, iftifi,

that has devastated property lu this city, began on
the morning of the 201I1 of July, 1445. Tho fire
originated in a sperm oil store in New Btrcct, near
the corner or Exchange place, about three o'clock
on tho morning named, and spread over a great
part of the territory which had been tho scene of
the conflagration of 1835. Ttie flames were com-
n.unlcated to a chair factory Adjoining and nearer
to tho corner of Exchange place, whence they
passed along Exchange niaco to liroad street. There
they enwrapped a budding in which was a (|u.m-
tlty or saltpetre, or guupowder, ou storage. When
this building had been burning Tor about fifteen
minuies a most awful explosion took place which
shook the city like an earthqna|p, Tno building
was blown up, and with It souio other buildiuus.
Immediately alter the explosion Urc was discovered
In rour different places, and shortly the rear or tho
entire biocK was blazing, boon the tiro leaped to
the south side or liro.td sir. et, passing at <ho same
Ume to Broadway, ail this time the firemen, al¬
though making the most strenuous efforts, had ef¬
fected but little toward suppressing the flames, on
Broadway they spread downward toward the Howl¬
ing (ireen; and oil i;road street north to.vard Wall
street and .soum to Beaver street, along which they
passed to New street, both sides ol
winch had been devastated. The Arc was
checked ere it had reached Hie ruagniflceut
Merchants' Kxrhanjre ou Its way to Avail street,
liotfi sides of Exchange piace, from Broadway to
Broad street and hall woj down to IVilJium, were
burned. Every building on Broadway from Ex-
cliauio placo down was levelled, aud tUi n tho
flames turned tuto MarketQel l street, where they
were checked. Altogether utmut three hundred
bulloings were destroyed, among winch were tho
cost iv blirines of couimerco and finance nnd the
abodes or the poverty stricken. A liberal estimate
ol the total loss is made at. f8,0 i0.o00, but nils 19
belittled when me lamentable loss ot lno of which
the explosion was the occasion la tuougtit ol.
The number of persons whose lives wero uestroyed
never was accurately a-onrialned, but it was gone-
rally Itcilovcd at the tuuo that about six persona
petL-Ued.

PittNlnirrt IM-V
PUtabnrg, was vbdted by a most dosirut live

conflagration ou thu li'lh of April, l*4i. U y it a very
largo portion or trie city was laid waste au<l a

greater number of houses destroyed than by all tha
ilres that ha<i occurred previously to it. Twenty
square*, containing about eleven hundred build-
lng.s, were burned over. Of the-e buildings the
greater part wore bustnesH bouses containing gooda
ol numease value.grocery , dry goods and commis¬
sion houses, an<l the spring stocks ol the latter had
Just been laid In. The tiro connuencou in a frame
building at the corner o( second and Ferry streets,
aud the prevailing airong winn urged It vrltn fear-

| lul rapidity tiirougu tlio city. Ho short was tliu ilino
between the discovery of the flames and their spread
through the my that many persons were unable to
save any of tnelr household goods, while (titers,
having got thjira 10 the walk, were compelled to
flee and leave them fo bo seized and destroyed by
the element. The merchants wero equally unsuc¬
cessful m savinjr anything frmn tneir warehouse*.
The los* was estimated at H0,00u,<i0o.

rUilndelpiiia, tNSO.
A conflagration by winoli an Immense amount or

property waa deal roved took place in i'luladclphta
on the 9tli of July. lsio. U began about lour o'clock
on 1 110 afternoon of that day lu a stoic at rs North
Delaware avenue. Tim Are was beyond control
when discovered, and soon spread, despite uie most
strenuous efforts to prevent ir, to £ lie storehouses
adjoining. When the Are had reached ilie cellar of
the bull jli»g lu which it had originated two explo¬
sions occurred wnich rent the walls oi the building
and threw flakes of combustible matter m all direc¬
tions, staling lire to many other btdldlngs. Dela¬
ware avenue aud Water street were crowtlod with i

persons who czuibticd Ittiio (ear at these evidences
of aangeron* substances oeing stored in the building,

suddenly a ihii 1 and most terrltlo explosion oi curred,
by wnlcli a number or men, women aud children
were klbed and several buildings demoilsued. Tnls
disaster caused a oanh: am >ng the liremen and
spectators, and in the enorta of all to escapo from
danger many were tiani.iiei upon and Injured.
Some were thrown Into the Delaware, and oilier
Jumped In to g»i away irotu the falling brick* and
beam* sen', up from the burning building by the ex¬
plosion. Tile nuaber of persons who lost their lives
bj ne explosion %aM aoout thirty, nine persona who
jnmpeu into the rlter In a frigtit were drowned, aud
about ono hundred persons injured. The area over
winch tne lire spr< ad contained about four hundred
buildings. Its locality was one of the most densol.v
populated in the cliv, an I, a large number of the
residents Having been poor people, the suffering
caused was immense. The bias waa about one mil¬
lion dollar-, a iei III- Ore wouid he a comparatively
small one had uiere been no loss of llio.

finlaileipkU, l*O.V
The most terrible conflagration of winch Phila¬

delphia was tiie theatre.after thai of Jnlv ih.>j.

occurred there '>t» the merntog of February s. inn.
Like its predecessor it brought dea n to many, and

lu the moat Horrible aud pain ii mauuer. fu lire

oriulnated among ->ev"rai tuousauds of barrels o:

coal on at wore store' I upon an open lot on Wash-
Hi.* o't street, neai Ninth. Uie flames spread
through the oil s if it had iieen gunpowder,
nun i.. a verv «lnot tunc two thousand bar
rc.s w re a 'ia/e nod sending a huge column
ol flam : and <m.»ke upward. the residents
In ae vicini'i-, awafceneu by the noise of the
bells m i iir<'iii' ii. ami alTrinht.-d by tne glare
and nearness tii !h" Are rushed lu their night gar*
merits int<> the streets that ware covered with snow

and slush, me nuM prompt to leave their homes
Uot.ilT with their lives; but, tnose near the spot
wnere the Urc commenced, and not prompt to

escape, were met by a terrlulo scone. Tne blazing
oil Poured Into Ninth street aud down to Federal,
niakimr the entire street a lake of lire that Ignited
tne houses on both sides of the street lor two blocks.
The flames also passed up una down the cross
streets and destroyed a number of houses. The fiery
torrent waa wntrled back and forth along tlio
street at Ihe pleasure ol tho wind, ami as It Passed
destroyed ..veivuiug u or <"*r its ^oufoo.

leaving their t>laain!» homon, hoolnj to rcacti a nUo*of nfei; were roMteil to dmtn bji r. Altogether,utx'itt tweutr imxoih were roasts i in tl»« an ».in orhointe*. Firi'iu<>u inaniux vai i endeavors to navettio poor creatures troin tneir Horrible fare wer«feairuliy bnrued. Tiieio*§of property amotntoo 14about l-ViO, (*.'», urnl dltr i)Uil«HuKi w »-e a«Htro/«LKiom VVaHlilri'Tion Hircet ly Federal, '«u Niu'h, >.vfr >uiiltiitf wan turned.

*''f Prairiw,!, ls,J|. -

j »r sau rmnciiwo waa tetardc i m iu vt(>
, Dhecffr- H-«W8'i^l>rou.| 10- itiur. t.y m;inr
gr>»» town*. . nov'.''10* uiorotiiau flie. T;.o moal

; cause*, bur i>> ,e conflagrations whicn hav«
destructive of v. ¥ o.-^au on the a- 1 <>t Aiuv jg ,i

| Aecurntf in that %
^ c4j an)i uot overuia,furo<i

at eleven o'clock- r. ^ t|,ar w.B cancel oy it
until i/u; fitfr Inst. 7V ,, ., ,,

'

. . . ina « duntroycl 2,«OJ btildratnouuU'd to |a,6(W,ueo, ,
'

in ru rrr,./ i. patfit diiop <iQ the ven
sr*rK«^»(l&x "V's
treurue*u!'i'nnL' waVVium!?' .. Vwrinetc^WWUVU\,K*It ''tor" \ne Awerioo*
llOUtt 8Wl til* t'Utl Hill? Ik L °,1, r

iif the t>g»"ii. sliep were alsr' k ^ *'ia
bUlllh*gi being .all Of l:l,J oxtl- 'K ^ COJIlbuS-
tlble fi-a fire spiJ&ad up Clay stri'Ot, baiA hacra
rncuto atkl uowa i.'lgy towards u--v :'V w

leunui vaftiduy. floou the ilro tcpartmen'?A 144 ra¬
nched to^fve mi every ii*i<*u|it to extinguis h," 'J'"*
to confln* uiclr1 wt»r.c to ualong its rdvanet l0^
rapid. _

Furxplng this i*.<n i'i"? <. heel uJ the (Uuiet or.
north sfcle >u Du|»«*rK street. But in every other «li«
recium It to-* lu own course wild was oo»y arresmd
at tne water's edge Mi'l ihe mina «»r the non-.es tu >t
li.nl been jblo-vii up. ihc siuppl.'g '.ii tne harbor wv»
only protected by tlnr iweukjiig i p ®f trie whurve*.
Thuuaauil»*>f i*T3ons «re*e made li4».\neless, Mid tor"

a Ioiik tinu-utit.;r lived lo leuis. The "Vaa'o.u Mouse,
seven botckv l«« Post Odlcet the om<*c.f or Uu; steam-
Hhlp coiii|>aA y Ain I iii>) naiiltiiirf noixso ol I*ajiat
liticou A- to. Hvcjti flestriiycU. Unnng the con'ina-
p.nce or the ttre it iiuuiber >»i |«ei-o»i »»t»ie 1>ii»'o»hJ
vmi odium dint from liinr exortlonM ttrwanl »ut»-
Uiiirin it.
Anoiher larjrt Are dornsucad a Rrta*; |K»rtloli M

Sari Kraucihcv »R J'liie, 18. >i. ItotrurriH'Oit tft«Ui%
of tint nioritji. wid «» i t/.iil'liiwi* were ileiiroyerf JtJ!
tt. Ntu ions w » 40.suiiiiit4.tj at #a^HNj,uiM>.

rncAland ( tie.), 1KU«.
Th'k U'rrilde flr» 'wMJch in:<T in rnlns mo--8' Chaa

hai( or Uio city ot Cortland. Mfe.r 4»t>mmenced at 4v«
o'clock ou the autr&oon ol the 4th or July, 18MI
Be|{ianlnu in a i-»of,nr'« shrtp at tho foolt ot
Uish atreer, oaunuiX*. by a flnwraeker lofotf
thrown auiomr nonvo wood siiavHigH, it n wopk
through tho city with frlahMut impi'llty. WUto
dlfflculty did tho iniuibiUuis of tlie uoiuea Instil
path ohcaiio witii their liven. Lii'-ie effori waa mu J*"
to Have lioiiHehoiil k>><mi-i wiion tlr«( tiaviwx lurolvcil

a poKSibilny of death. Kverythlug in '^ie traclc of*
thu flames was (l wiroyed, aiul s» oouipteieiy tua*
when tliey had beau overcome oven tne aueelaeoultl
hardly lie iracc<i. tor a space of oti» mile and » .

half long by a quarter of a mile widn, tln*r^ seemed
a straggling lore^t ol chimneys. >vith parts o( their

walls atiaciwd. From the pluce or l<eginninR the
flro was a wept by a violent gale in a dovloiu way,
apart:)# uottung in Its pa^saiju until it w in cheeked
by the ruins oi tne houses wiuch had i«.u blowa
up. The utmost eudeavora ot tin- firemen of the
citv, aided t>> Uioso irom other cities aud lowun,
wt-re oi little tiv.iil until rlie i>i;ui ol
blowing up hud bonn carried out, aud
then only to prevent uie fire lrom epueadtuc
and cause It for wantnl fuel to burn out. one iiaiT
of the ci'y. aud ilia*, the ono wntch lnclnde<i ita
business portion.was desiroyed. Kvery oanK aud
all the riew»|iai>er olUcea were burned, and it le
some what singular t> not1; that all the lawrcra*
uillcesln the city were a«vept away. Tlie apitadid
city ami county building ou Cougreaa street .vae
coiiBklered fireproof and Hale, and was flllod wica
luruitiire from tlie Bcighiiorm# houses, ana tnen
Uu- names catching it laid It in nun*. All tlia
jewelry cJtutillaliuieutM, the wtioleaale dry Kooda
lion ;c.s, sc eral cnurcnes, tlio ieb;gi aph ottlccs aud
tne majority of other business places w«.-ro ue-

h royed. The Custom House, titough badly burned,
was uot destroyed. Most singularly a buUilnig oa
Middle street, occupied by a hardware :lrw, waa leit
unscathed by tne sea of flame which surged aiwt
deva^tai vd all around It.
Iwo thousand persons wore rendered bound¬

less and were sheltered in the oh urcties and tonta
erecieil for theiu.

lu all the loss was estimated at llo.i^M.ooo^
which was out in small part covered by insurance.

CkiirlniiKn, LStlH.
UliarlestoD, s, c., was, on the 27tb of April, IS3%

netted by otio of the ino.-t destructive fires that baa
evor occurred In any city in this country. A terri¬
tory equat to ul/nost one half of the entire city wu
made desolate. The fire brote out at a quarter past
eight o'clock on the morning of the nay meutioued,
in a paint shop on K.iug street, corner of liereslord,
uud ragi'd unul about i w< Ive A. M. or the following
dar. it irae then arrasted bj the blowing upoi
liui iliuirs in its path. There were 1,1M buildinga
destroyed, aud thd lost occasioned was abont
|3,ooo,«ou. The wont teatnre of tno oatMtroaaa
was the loss ot life which occurrcd wuile the lioosea
were being biowu up. Ilironali the carelesa man¬
ner in winch the guiiDOAdcr was used lour ol tae
most prominent citueus of tno city were klhcd aud
a numlier injured.

Chicago, 1897, 1839, lSOti, 1*0*.
.On the morning of the Itfth of ()ctot>er, ISM, a ore

occurred in Chicago which, though notable from
the amount or property destroyed bjr It, wan made
awiul by the loss of human life which it caused.
The Ore broke out in a large doable sioro In South
Water street, aud spread east aud west to tho build¬
ings adjoining, ana across an alley lu the rear to .
block of neyv buildings. All these were completely
destroyed. When tho fliunes weie threatening ona
or tho buildings a number of persons ascended to Ira
roor to there flglit ugalust them. Wholly occupied
with tneir work, tliey did not uotlcc that the wall ut
ill-,- Miruing building loitered, aud when warned ol
their dauget Ihey could uot escape ere it reil, crush¬
ing through the house ou which tliey were, aud
currying Uiem into its cellar, or ilic numiier four¬
teen were killed and more injured. Tho loss in pro.
pert) caused »S the lire amounted to over half a
ui'ilion or dolhirs.

a tire, the most disastrous arter that of Qctober
1867, took place on September i ft, i860. It broke out
in a.< tabic, uud, npreauiug in dliTerrut directions.
con,-uu;ed the block bounded by Clinton, Norm
("anal, West Lake and Fulton streets, on which tba
stable was situated. From this block the tire waa
communicated to liiatetUoM's lead works and t«
tbc hydiaullu mills, « iipuce it passed to another blooa
ol buildings, all of which were destroyed. Tno total
loss was about live hundred tho-isaud dollars.

Property to the amount of $50o,ouo was destroyed
by lire ou the i>»th of August, iwi. The Are origl-
n:itud in a whoicale tobacco estaoiishmunt on .^ouch
Water street, and passed to the adjoining buildings,
occupie<l by wholesale grocery and drug ilrius. tne
ilr.-t two buildiugt and conteuM wero utterly, whlia
th'1 otner was Out partially, destroyed.
Afire, which destroyed several large busineaa

houses on Lake and Month Watrr streets, took place
Novotni er lit. H'«. It ongiuated In the toi«a< co
warehouse of Itank .r A Co., and the loss causee. by
It was about f sju.'.'O j.

1 e fire which occurro4| on the Mtn of January,
lsos, wan th«' ni'is'. destruclivo by which Chicago
had ever been visited. It broke out lu a large boot

a ii4l fhoe factory on Lake street, aud destroyci lha
enure block ou winch that buiidiag was situated.
The !>ii»rks from ilio^e ulidiuffs set lire to others
distant fioiu them 011 the same street, and caused
their dtisrruciloii. In all the loss waa about
$.1,000,WW,

Tnit'e *i former 1' ire*.
NYr/oIk, V#., .lemroved It.r lira and the cannon oaH»

01 tii',' UriiiMi. Properly vo Hit) amount of
*1,ftt)Q,0T0 destroyed. January l, 1 770.

Olty of New Voik, soon alter pacing into posnee.
moil of tho UrlttsU; ftco buildings consumed. 8«p>
lemlter 177d.

'flii-iitrfl at Richmond. Va. Tho dovemor of rtt*
hta'eatKl a largo uumu!r m tito led'iiug innabW
tani.H periahed. Uec tubcr 1811.

City ol New York; 639 iioU'luiua destroyed; loae,
V-W.i <Hi,uoy. December 10. 1833.

Wellington cut. General Fust Office and Patent
Office, wit it over ten thousand vuluaWe model*,

i drawing*, Ac., 'te»iroyed. December is, mj»».
1 PhlUdeli>tiiii. PiMy-'w.jiiallUJug-. destroyed. Lo«\

t .too, '>i»o, October 4, is. ti).
| (Jwettec, Canada; i,5tmj buildings and many Uvea

destroyed. May 2% 1 .>».>.
; Quebec, Canada; i,»"0 building* destroyed. Jan*

38, It*').
city of New lork; 300 building* destroyed; lae%
, i, guo,000. June io, 1H4-.

'
st. John's- N. F. nearly destroyed; 6,000 peopl*

1 .i i homeleae. Juno 13. lbVi
I Q-ieoee, Canada; i neatro uoyal; 47 peraona bum**

todoatli. Juno 14, tMtf.
Nantucket; ;wo buildings and oil.er property 'I*,
stroyed; value, }«<*>, oou. July 13, lUtf.

At .Mtmuy; 'too tiuildijgs, sie,»iuboat9. piers, Ac.. «!#.
Htioycd; los*. t8,o0v,00c. Aujfunf 17, 1841.

Bro"hiyn, joo bunding) Jeauoyed. Peptornber 9,
1848.

At »t. I.nulf 16 Dlocka of houses and 2.1 steamboats;
loss eailmat'.d at iau ;»t>,iwik tour 17, 1&4V.

I i> u-rlckton. N. U. ; about 3 4 buildings dostruyed.
November u, is.M.

Nevada, Oal.: *io but! (togs Destroyed; iosa, U.ttV
two. Match li. lfc6l.

At Stockton, t.al. ; 1 *w, 11, "00,000. May 14, lssi.
Concord, N. M. ; greater part of the buainesa portion

ol *Uc own de troT'-vl, August -4. l«*5i.
Congr* aslonal Mtirary, at Washington: "W.ooo v<g.

uino.-s with work. oi art, octroyed, uec-rubor-it,
18ll.

At Moutreiu, Cana la, housas destroyed; lost,
I j,OJW,ooa. July 8, ls.»i

Harper brother*' establishment, in ttdt city, i< «e
over December 10, i

M tropoiitau lUtl una Ut;*i'g* ilu'.nc, «n m:* city.
Jatiu.iry v, 18«4.

At Jer«ey City, thirty factortos and houses '*c«:royed.
July .10 1864.

More rhan 100 houses and factories ut I'ror, N.
on the Mine day a large uan of MUwanwct, Wta.,
'U ^troyu'L Atlgu-Uij, ISwl.

At Syracuae, N, Y., ahout i»jo bnlidlngs deatro>«'t;
loss *1,00) 000. Novotuber 8, l8o*.

New Yoru Crystal Taiaoe dcatroyed. October J,
I (nty of charleaton, ». U, aunost ueatroored. i et>ra-

My IT, 1869k
IAt Vaebeo. 0»«Mto{ HOOM* rteatrof'-d 1<M*

| lAwmow,


